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GALAPAGOS FLAMINGO CENSUS - 1982 
by 
Sylvia Harcourt, Acting Ornithologist, CDRS 
Organising a flamingo census is rather like mounting a military manoeuvre. 5 boats have to get 24 people 
to 6 different islands so that they all arrive in time to do the simultaneous count at 10.00 hours on the fixed 
day. 
Plans can be made weeks in advance but with this number of people problems are bound to occur and this 
year was no exception. Everything was arranged and then there was a radio call from Isla Isabela:"Will 
you change the date; ~Il my park wardens have to go to Western Isabela for the tortoise nest protection 
programme and will not be back in time." I could not change the date but I could arrange for a boat to pick 
them up 3 days earlier and drop them off at the lagoons on Southern Isabela. From there they could walk 
back to Villamil after the count. 
Another call from National Park headquarters. One of their boats had developed engine trouble and could 
not make the trip to F1oreana. That was one of the most important sites as the flamingoes were nesting 
there this year for only the second time since 1964. After two letters, a ham radio call and a chance meeting 
on the road, Rolf Wittmer, a resident of Floreana, agreed to use his boat and do the count. 
Various other small problems. Someone did not have a watch so how would he know when it was 1O.00?: 
the Darwin Station had just loaned out the last of their 5 gallon water containers and I needed six for the 
various people on Santiago: we were short of one tent, and had to borrow from the herpetology 
programme. Finally, all arrangements were complete and I departed on Beagle IV on January 12 to leave 
my "censadores" at various islands and sites around Santiago. 
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On January 13, at 10.00, we all counted flamingoes at our various lagoons - number of adults, juveniles, 
chicks and eggs. All that work and the census itself only took a few minutes! 
The results were encouraging. There were 418 adults plus juveniles, 43 chicks and 9 eggs. This is a higher 
count than last year when the figures were 371 adults and juveniles, 21 chicks and 3 eggs. Results for 1976 
were 442, 21 and 32 respectively. Hence the figures for 1981 seemed low and prompted me to arrange the 
census again this year. Previously it had been done on a four year basis. 
What is most encouraging is the amount of breeding activity this year and particularly that the birds are 
again nesting at Punta Cormorant, Floreana. The nests are on a little islet so cannot be reached by feral 
animals; and their natural predator, the Galapagos Hawk, is very rarely seen on Floreana because of 
persecution by the inhabitants. Similarly at the 'Cementerio'lagoon on Isabela: to reach the nests involves 
wading and swimming through liquid mud for about 10 minutes, enough to deter any predator or curious 
tourist! 
There are several lagoons that could not be checked for various reasons but most of these, apart from 
Bahia Tortuga, rarely have more than 2-4 birds. Possibly 50-60 more birds could be added to the total. 
This still results in a low figure but a relatively stable one since 1968 when the first census was done and 512 
individuals were counted. The flamingo population is definitely small, fragile and subject to disturbance. 
Their habit of making their mud nests at the edges of lagoons renders them vulnerable to trampling by 
feral goats and prey for dogs and pigs. Thus their present nesting sites, particularly the largest one in S. 
Isabela, must be protected from all disturbance if flamingo numbers are to remain relatively stable and 
these birds are to continue to be one of the special sights of Galapagos. 
-
BOB SILBERGLIED MEMORIAL 
The recent tragic death of Bob Silberglied in the Washington Air Florida crash was a shocking loss to 
tropical science, STRI and the Smithsonian Institution. It was also a crushing blow to the wide circle of his 
personal friends. At the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute and at the Smithsonian Institution we 
have received a large number of enquiries and suggestions about how we can respond in a fitting way to 
this loss, and honor our memories of Bob. We feel that we should do this in a way consistent with his hopes 
and aspirations. Since his life was utterly dedicated to science and since tropical biology was his absorbing 
passion we have established, through the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. 20560, a Robert E. 
Silberglied Memorial Fund. At present the overwhelming view is that this fund should be devoted to 
providing Fellowships in Tropical Entomology for young biologists. 
Should you feel moved to support the fund you can do so by sending your contribution to the Smithsonian 
Institution, Accounting Office, L'Enfant Plaza 3500, Washington, D.C. 20560. This fund will be 
administered without overhead and contributions are considered as charitable for U.S. income tax 
purposes. 
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